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Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

In claim 11, line 2 "the central core" lacks antecedent basis. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Silvenwater patent 3,262,565. 

With respect to claims 1,15 and 18, Silvenwater discloses a filter assembly having 
a housing 1,30 open at an upper end, an annular filter media/core assembly 40,50,41 
disposed in said housing, an end plate 8 in combination with ring part 13, secured to the 
housing and closing the open end thereof, the end plate 8,13 having first inlet opening 
means 7,10, second inlet opening means 7,16 and outlet opening means 6, a 
combination valve 1 1 disposed between the annular filter media/core assembly and the 
end plate for controlling fluid flow through the first inlet opening means and the second 
inlet opening means, the combination valve including a first annularly outer portion 
cooperating with the first inlet opening means and a second annular interior portion 
cooperating with the second inlet opening means, the second portion having more 
resistance to fluid flow than the first portion (column 9, lines 53-55), whereby, In normal 
operation, the first portion will yield prior to the second portion and fluid flow will pass 
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through the first inlet opening nneans, the annular filter media/core assembly and then 
be discharged through said outlet opening means and when the annular filter 
media/core assembly begins to clog, pressure upstream of the first portion will build and 
upon attainment of a predetermined pressure, the second portion will open the second 
inlet opening means and fluid flow can pass through the second inlet opening means 
and out the outlet opening means bypassing the annular filter media/core assembly 
(see column 5, lines 27-50 and column 9, lines 32-42). 

Regarding claims 2 and 17, the valve comprises a spring disposed between the 
top of the annular filter media/core assembly and the inside of the housing for biasing 
the annular filter media/core assembly toward the end plate to retain the combination 
valve in place (column 5, lines 39-40). 

Regarding claims 3,16 and 18, the combination valve comprises an annular 
member, with the first portion extending outwardly from a central portion and the second 
portion extending inwardly from the central portion, the second portion being stiffer than 
the first portion; the annular filter element engaging the central portion of the 
combination valve between the first portion and the second portion to retain the 
combination valve in place (see the options for valve structure disclosed in column 9, 
lines 33-55). 

For claim 4, the annular filter media/core assembly includes a upper central core 
35 surrounded by filter media and the lower end of the central core engages the central 
portion of the combination valve. 
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For claim 5, tlie end plate portion 13 has an inclined surface inclined with respect 
to the longitudinal axis of the housing and a transverse surface transverse to the 
longitudinal axis of the housing (figure 1), the first inlet opening means being disposed 
in the inclined surface and the second inlet opening means being disposed in the 
transverse surface (shown in figure 1). 

For claims 6 and 7, the 1"" and 2"** inlet opening means comprises a plurality of 
openings (column 5, lines 27-28). 

For claim 8, the first and second inlet opening means each comprised a plurality 
of openings arranged generally in a circle around the axis of the filter assembly, the 
circle of openings for the first inlet opening means being substantially concentric to the 
circle of openings for the second inlet opening means, with the annular filter/media core 
assembly urging the combination valve against the end plate in the region between the 
two circle of openings (figures 2 and 3 and column 5, lines 27-28). 

For claim 9, the annular filter media/core assembly comprises a core 35/41 , a 
filter media 40 or 50 surrounding the core and end caps 42,43,52,53 at the ends of the 
filter media, the filter media and end caps being fabricated from materials that can be 
bonded to fuse the components to one another and preclude any significant fluid flow 
therebetween (column 6, lines 28-32). 

For claim 10, the filter media and the end caps are ultrasonically or otheoA/ise 
welded to one another (column 6, lines 29-30). 

For claim 1 1 , the second portion has a surface engaging the end plate 13 and a 
surface engaging section 52 of the central core . 



Application/Control Number: 10/715,682 Page 5 

Art Unit: 1723 

For claim 12, there is a manifold cover or lid 27 secured to the end plate, the lid 
having outwardly extending recesses to receive inlet and outlet lines 2 and 3, also see 
gaskets 29. 

For claim 13, see complementary retaining means between the gasket and the 
sides of the recess for retaining the gasket in the recess (column 5, lines 51-59). 

For claim 14, the complementary retaining means include projections on either 
the gasket or a wall of the recess, wherein when the gasket is inserted into the recess, it 
will be retained therein (figure 1 and column 5, lines 51-59). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Joseph Drodge at telephone number 
571-272-1 140. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 
8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Wanda Walker, can reached at 571-272-1 151 , The fax 
phone number for the examining group where this application is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either private PAIR or Public 
PAIR, and through Private PAIR only for unpublished applications. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see httD://Dair-direct.usDto.aov . Should you 
have any questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). ^ A 



MID 



February 17, 2006 




